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ABA MEMBERS EXAMINE SOME OLD BOOKS
THAT THE BRONTES MIGHT HAVE OWNED -+ BUT DIDN'T

(Not in order) Brigitte LUCEY, Annette HARMAN, Susannah FULLERTON, Debbie WILLIAMS, Patricia
STEBBINGS-MOORE, Deborah FRANCO, Michael LINKS, Gayle LINKS, Carol BOUGHTON, Catherine BARKER
Marloesje VALKENURG, Elisabeth COOPER, Jenny WATSON, Kelvin WATSON, Jan RODEN

STOP PRESS

WUTHERING HEIGHTS

adapted by Charles Vance
at the

GENESIAN THEATRE
420 Kent St Sydney
Performances Friday and Saturday
at 8pm and Sunday at 4pm
until 31 August.

Prices: $20 (concessions $16).
Tickets: 9645-1611

Don't Forget the BRONTE PICNIC AND SERVICE
at Ebenezer on Sunday 10 November
Picnic from 11:30am

Service and Readings 2pm
Details inside.




FROM THE PRESIDENT

We've started to plan for nexthat our regular meetings wilBut we're only just over half-
year. One major change is ran from 11lam to 1pm. way through 2002. Dontforget
change of venue. We are always our next meeting on
experimenting to try to find theSuch a time change is bound neptember at New College.
optimum place to suit outo suit some, but may well suBecause we had to swap
members. The Meeting Room atany others much better than ti@hristine’s talk with  Jack
New College in the University offternoon time-siot. Being righNelson’s it will be Jack Nelson
New South Wales has been veiry the heat of the C.B.D. you’lspeaking oiWuthering Heights
comfortable, especially after itbe able to combine the Bronté

refurbishment, but a number oheetings with city shopping.  We've decided to make our

members would prefer November 16 (Sunday)
something more centrallyfhe idea is that we'd begin d&Church & Chapel” meeting into
located. 11am with a quick cup of tea & picnic.  There are picnic

coffee, get under way at 11:1facilities right near the old
The venue we’ve come up withnd finish just before 1pm. Thehistoric Ebenezer Church so
is the Sydney Mechanics Schotilose of us who can will adjourmve’ll assemble there from
of Arts in Pitt St (near Bathursto a nearby coffee-shop for thkEl:30am. Everyone brings their
St). It will be very appropriate tausual post-meeting socialisingwn picnic. Then at 2pm we
meet in a “Mechanics InstituteWe’'ll see how this goes fomove into the church for a half-

as the Bronté sisters made gredi03. hour service in memory of the
use of the Mechanics Institute lives of the Brontés, such as they
Library in Keighley. We thought we'd give thehold in Haworth every vyear.

Bookshop Readings a miss nekhis will be followed by some
Moreover the Sydney one was year. It's a lot of work todramatic Bronté readings on the
existence at the time whearganise and we don’t attracheme of “Church and Chapel”.
Charlotte and Anne would walknany bystanders. Moreover
the four miles from Haworth tave’ve not been getting enougbeborah Franco has kindly
Keighley, plus another fousupport for such events from owffered to cater for the Christmas
miles back, just to borrow somewn members. It may be theunch in her home at Westmead
books. time, it may be the locations, qiSaturday ¥ December). Being
it may be that not many membeasce again in a private home this
The Sydney Mechanics Instituteant to be read to. will give a special family
was operating from the present atmosphere to this function.
site some years before Sydn&ye’ll have our three regular
University began and at itsmeetings (at the MechanicBhanks to Beryl Winter and
inception, it was the only placénstitute), possibly a mid-winteMonica Massoud for their book
of post-school education isgpecial at my home, and theviews which you will find
Sydney. Christmas Lunch in Decembeelsewhere in this newsletter.
And, being an “odd year” we'réAnd thanks too to Ann Lock for
Now this move, which is stilldue to have another weekenélling us about her wonderful
experimental, will necessitate avay. The possibilities are texperiences in Haworth last
change of time as well. Theeturn to Katoomba, or possiblghristmas.
Institute is open on Saturdays go to Orange if we can interest

only till 1pm. This will meana local literary group to join us. -
y p y group 1o | (hhiehiias -



BOOK REVIEW
MORE PRECIOUS THAN RUBIES

Mary Taylor: Friend of Charlotte Bronté, Strong-minded Woman
by Joan Bellamy, Highgate Publications Ltd (Beverley) in 2002.

Reviewed by Beryl Winter

This book grew out of an earlieshe could not “to read, readlhrown together at Roe Head
booklet published by Kinkleesead” (Chapter 2, p.35)Girls’ School kept by Margaret
Cultural Services in 1997. Th€harlotte’s letter to Ellen aboutWooler, inevitably there were
title of the 2002 publication isMary’s help with her journey todifferences and arguments. But
intriguing. The jewel known asBrussels is recorded by Joah was Mary who constantly
the “RUBY” is a very rare andBellamy (Chapter 2, p.42) asrrged Ellen and Charlotte to
precious stone, of oriental origirfollows:- fight for better rights and
according to theShorter Oxford recognition, not only for
Dictionary. The RUBY is Mary’s price is above rubies ... themselves, but for all women.
“DICHROIC”, exhibiting two have in fact two friends, you and
different shades when examindter, staunch and true ...” Joan Bellamy points out the
with a DICHROSCOPE, and the differences, not only of their
true RUBY has become verMary's views of friendship arerespective natures, but also the
rare indeed and thereforset out by Bellamy on page 39 gfosition in society to which each
“precious”. chapter 2, as follows:- belonged financially. The period

during  which  their lives
Joan Bellamy has revealed to tHe.(those) who keep up our faitiintertwined was fraught with
reader the “two different shadesh mankind by giving proof ofindustrial trouble and religious
of Mary Taylor's personality, attheir goodness, and rouse th#issent, giving rise to the
the same time indicating howvever returning wish for theirLUDDITES and CHARTISM.
“rare” and “precious” were hemwelfare and liking for theirPrior to the three young girls’

articulate comments and radicabmpany.” meeting at Roe Head School in
views on the situation of women 1831, the industrial disturbances
in the nineteenth century. The author describes these threeEngland had been exacerbated

women, Mary, Ellen andby the wars with France (1795-
Although Mary was sometime£harlotte, as follows (Chapter 11815).
“wonderingly silent” (Chapter 2,p.8):
p.39), often towards her two As Bellamy points out, these
friends, Ellen Nussey andCharlotte was poetic andwars affected the export trade
Charlotte Bronté, she wadreamy, Ellen sentimentalwith Europe upon which the
affectionately concerned abowlary was passionately, evewoollen and textile industries of

their welfare. Mary urgedsimplistically, practical, over-the East Midlands, Lancashire
Charlotte to extricate herselfonfident in her own judgemerdnd Yorkshire were heavily
from the chains of conventiorand tactless. .... her practicallependant. Mary’'s family dated

and family ties; it was Mary whocommon sense led her early tmack to the sixteenth century,
encouraged Charlotte to go teecognise that if they did noand apparently were able to
Brussels. She also attempted moarry, all three had to face therofit from the introduction of
persuade Ellen to join her in hgsroblems of earning a living orsteam-driven power and the
journey to New Zealand, or, ienduring poverty.” factory system. “They were”,



writes Bellamy, “(though Charlotte’s situation financiallytheir middle-class sisters are
radical) innovative and appliedvas less than ideal and even lessffering often because of their
themselves to money-makingonducive to her deserting hewn apathy.
and acquiring knowledge andisters, father and brother. As
skills by travel and education”. the author so eloquently point$his fascinating and
out, Charlotte’s financialknowledgeable account of Mary
It was this family trait whichsituation was not such a%aylor's life by Joan Bellamy
encouraged Mary to set out fgorovided her with an escapepens up a great deal of history
New Zealand, assisted by theute  from her  family.and food for thought. It is so
prospect of support from heCharlotte’s own tendency talearly and eloquently written
brother, Waring, who hadcling morbidly to the Churchand presents any reviewer with a
established a business and housas encouraged by Ellen Nussepallenge. | have endeavoured

in  Wellington. Her otherand deplored by Mary. Whato do it justice, in particular for
brothers, John and Joe, whilethers applauded as admirabtkose who have not yet read it.
generous towards heand noble in Charlotte’s

monetarily, would not haveapparent “self-suppression, selfn conclusion, one particular
been, notes Bellamy, particularlgacrifice and patient endurance$entence (Chapter 6, p.98)
congenial companions for Mary.Mary  attributed to  thecaught my attention:-
“selfishness” of her family
It seems clear from the authorwhich virtually made a prisonefTaylor then looks to the future
comments in Chapter 6, whicbf Charlotte. and suggests that domestic
deals with the publication and service will become an obsolete
contents of The First Duty of When Mary returned from Newrade for women, a bold
Women (articles by MaryZealand, having made mongyrediction @ when  domestic
Taylor) published in 1870, thatrom her own business effortservice was the second largest
Mary had succeeded in heand the acquisition of propertycategory of employment after
“challenge to women’sthe author points out that Marynanufacturing!”
subordination. ... She had learribund the situation for middle-
to be economically andlass women virtuallyThere are echoes of the rise an
psychologically independent.” unchanged but that the womenfall of domestic service — and its
rights movement was slowlyemergence again as a poorly
In the case of Ellen Nussey evegrogressing. In June 186faid “trade” for many women in
if Mary had been able tdVvary’'s first article to theour “global economy”.
persuade her to emigrate to NeMictoria Magazineappeared. |
Zealand — not only Ellen’s owrsubsequent articles we learn th HAUVENILIA CONFERENCE
attitude  with  respect tadMlary advocated “that womeh Austen, Bront€ and others
acceptance of the conventiorshould reject passivity, take SuUnday 17" NOVEMBER

imposed on women, but the faindependent action and work for 10am to 4pm
that the Nussey family was nawhat they aspire to. This is whafCOSt $35 including lunch and
as affluent as were the Taylorspnstitutes their ‘first duty”. mo&?\:g%\;ea

would have prevented such Bellamy comments that Mar
move. The Taylors, because showed that the “rules whic
their superior money-makindielp  women poor  an(
skills, were in a better positionineffectually occupied have begn
financially than the Nusseyroken by working class women
family. in the industrial areas”, whilé

ENQUIRES: Susannah
Fullerton (02) 9380-5894 or

Christine Alexander
c.Alexander@unsw.edu.au

See the enclosed flyer
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Bronté Christmas! CHRISTMAS 2001 AT

Dica't bt am Eandly .. come and enjoy Cheistmag a1 the HAWO RTH
by Ann Lock

0 ..:Alﬂl'r Minas L ¥ & 8 . Morrls dancers
3 Emily ... o

Bromtii Farsonage Museum! ... Loak shat's on .

were  performing It was dark at 4 o’clock and the
and there weremain street absolutely sparkled.
buskers and aWe had to go to Keighley for

concert in thedinner as everywhere was
church. booked out in Haworth.

- _ j Apparently Haworth is a popular
| was et at HeathowAirport At 2 o'clock there place for holding Christmas
by my friends on Friday 1% was a procession from thtunctlc_)ns. _It ‘was amusing
December 2001. As a Christm u!rch steps down to thevatching Iadlgs in evening dress
present for me they had booke hrlstmas tree at the bottom afnd very high heeled shoes
Us into Haworth for thel'® main street. struggling _down the _s_teep
weekend. They found therh _ cobbled main st_reet. We flr_ushed
booking extremely difficult as e Candlemas procession _Weﬂse day by having drinks in the
Haworth was practically booke d by the Town Cryer withBlack Bull.

out. anta Claus, the
Holly Queen and
ttendants, the

After a seven hour journey in th .
car we stayed in the Hawort orris Dancers .
Tea Rooms on Main Stree nd - the Brass
nearly opposite the Black Bull, and, followed by
Haworth is a pretty village at'e People.  The
any time but at Christmas ipound of the Brass
sparkles. The shops we _and playing
decorated in Victorian style wit ingle . Bells
many Christmas gifts for Saleaccompe_mled b
The main street was decoratéhe Morrls Dancers
with pretty Christmas light and Ilngllng their bells

ted a very happ
loved the greenery on the mant&f€2 Y
shelves. | spent Saturd tmosphere. The Holly Quee

morning at the Parsonage a nded out holly from a baske

was thrilled to see the Bronté Is mgy had beﬁn 9§thefe‘|?' Py my friends home in
quilt on display. This quilt isthe (I:-IIII r’en OE tde crogg IngHampshire.
rarely displayed because of itg € Holly weekend.

fragility. | also saw the original “Christmas in Haworth is known
Some people held torches and .~ s yraditional  family

sampler worked by Auntt hes in front of the sh
Branwell. orches In front of the shops aétmosphere with beautiful street
ecorations, Victorian dress and

they went down the old histori(a
| came out of the Parsonage ﬁ?bblled malnd streeotl. . Sor_ngd world charm.” For me it was
crowds of people and all thJ;.*’E(),[Ioe were dressed in perl e perfect Christmas present.
activities in full swing. The cOStUME.

n interesting conversation with
fhembers of the English Bronté
%ociety at breakfast we set out



THE HISTORY OF THE PRINTED BOOK

A talk give on Friday 2™ August 2002 to members of the ABA

by Christopher Cooper
The ultimate ancestor of thevater and dried into smallsing animal skins — parchment
book was the epic tale thatakes. They were used the wayd vellum.
passed from generation twe used to use water-colour
generation through orapaints. The brush would b&ellum is a particularly high
tradition, but the earliest bookdipped into water and rubbeduality parchment made from
that used some sort of physicaver the cakes. Being wateralfskin. The word “veal” for
medium used papyrus rollssoluble the inks could bedhe meat of young calves, and
Prior to this there had beewashed off if you wanted to re*vellum” are probably related.
writing on bark and on stoneise the papyrus. Vellum gradually took over
but these media don't lend from papyrus and by the™6
themselves to an extended century had completely
work. replaced it. It would be the
medium of books for the next
thousand  years. One
particularly important
advantage of parchment over
papyrus, apart from its
durability, is that it can be used
on both sides.

Papyrus is a coarse paper
which, like all papers, is made
from plant fibre. What makes it
different to paper, as we know
it, is that the beating of the
central pith of the papyrus plant
only partially de-fibres it.
Papyrus was first made in
Egypt where the papyrus plants
grew in abundance along the . took place that completely
Nile. Of course our word R SEEEEESEEEEEE changed the shape of the book.
“paper” comes from the wordrhe opvious advantage ofhe roll gave way to theodex
“papyrus”. papyrus technology over ston@rmat. The codex book is the
tablets was the fact that the§tyle of book that we know
A typical papyrus roll wasyere much more portable. Aoday, where there are pages
perhaps 40cm wide and 10 t@ss obvious advantage is thatifined along one edge.
50 metres long. It was made bMiows a cursive form of

joining many pieces of papyrugyiting. Letters chipped intoAbout two thousand years
together. ~ These rolls wergione have to be made up 8efore this a thing called a

called “volumes” because thejieces of straight lines. AndPolyptych” was used as a
revolved around the central ddyrsive writing is very muchnotebook. It consisted of two
wood or ivory. quicker. or more wooden plates, in each
of which a large rectangular
The writing ran parallel to thegyt the Greeks introduced affcess was made and filled with
long side and so was divideghnovation which was able tdvax. It was possible to write
into columns.  Because onlygyble the writing speed ovepn this surface with a stylus.
one side of papyrus can be us@gk reed brush. They replacethe other end of the stylus was
the writing was on the inside. the prush with a pen, made biattened out to provide a tool
splitting a hard reed.  Thdor smoothing out the wax to
The writing tool was a brushgreeks imported papyrus frorffase what had been written and
and the inks were made fromgynt but when it became harBrepare the surface for new

substances were mixed with

But around 100 to 200 AD
another major development




The separate plates were hingedlemnly up to the lectern, andave way completely to the
together to make the wholeead from what appeared to bmodex.
collection easier to carntheDaily Telegraphnewspaper.
around. And they were onlyffhe newspaper format i$t was from about this time that
used for temporary recordsappropriate for today’s newshe practice of illuminating
These were the Palnbut tomorrow it's used to wrapmanuscripts began to be
Organisers of the dayup the scraps. One would neveracticed. As more and more
Sometimes they were hinged stream of using it for the Holymonks dedicated their lives to
that they folded up like aScriptures. Such was theopying the scriptures and other
concertina, but often they wergeneral attitude towards theorks the  practice  of
all joined at one edge like @odex format for the first fewembellishing texts became
book. A polyptych with two centuries A.D. more highly developed. The
parts was called a “diptych” and Book of Kellsfrom about 800
one with three parts was calleihe group of people whoAD is perhaps the best known
a “triptych”. These formatslatched onto the codex boogroduction of this era. It and
were used right up into thevith great enthusiasm was thide Lindisfarne Gospels are
middle ages for religious art. early Christian Church.huge books weighing about 10
Perhaps fuelled by the influenckilograms and they necessitated
At some stage some unknowof Greek culture and itdetter binding techniques.
person decided that one coukimphasis on rational thougH8ooks continued to be
use papyrus sheets, or bettdre early Christian Churct — @ ]'.
still parchment, in place of thavas  characterised b
plates of wax. But despite thdisputes and discussion:

| Gantlemans Rl.:-::n.:;ltiml.i

obvious advantages of thand the codex format fol | 3 Two Parts.
codex form of the book, it washe scriptures and othe | .| !l . 1
used only for ephemera — thingsacred writings made i | I ]T- (| _f_a [LOPEDY

that had only a temporargasier to find the chapte RIS SCIENCES
significance. It was unthinkablend verse with which to | . .. Iw'- e oo .
to use it for a book, andsquash one’s opponent =TI A e

o B Ll
SR ¥l G

especially for sacred writings! argument. | don't mean tc LAt i ridl
imply that the early || YT

To get some idea of theiChristian Church || egs et L Sl vl SLE M s, e sdid

attitude to the codex you couldquabbled unduly — bul 1 fr sEcoND PART,

imagine being in a cathedrajou must remember that i I'ncats o ’

watching the reader wallwas as yet a young ESMANSIIR oW LING | |

movement and had manUIUminated long after the
. important theological matters tB“ttLOdUCt'O“ of printing in the
)| i The Reliquesof | oy hammer out. 15" century.

Karnicy cuncaprasy J Lich

Bobfew a1l

Certainly it's the case that up tHOW up to about the 12
about 400 AD the vast majoritg€ntury reading was only ever
of codex books were Christia@" oral activity. A book was
writings of one form or anotherSIMPly & script to be read aloud.
The Christian Church embracegiven an 11 century monk or
this new technology wholeScholar, reading alone, could
heartedly while everyone els@nly do it by reading aloud.
took much, much longer tQSlIent reading began to appear
warm to it. In fact it wasn'tin the 12" century among

until about 600AD that the rolScholars but it tOOk. another
century or two before it became




widespread amongst the uppervention of printing came, adveen catalogued under the letter
middle class and the nobility. Itmost inventions do, at exactlyfor “In the beginning ...”
took till the 19th century forthe right time.

silent reading to become Books printed before 1500 are
widespread among workin@Copying was a joy to somé&nown asincunabula A few
class people scribes but sheer drudgery tof these had numbered pages,

many others. The conditionbut these were the exceptions.
The advent of silent readinginder which they worked hast first only the folios (sheets)
changed the interior design dfeen compared to thevere numbered, on their recto
libraries. In the early monastioppressive factory conditions iside (the right-hand page). If
communities libraries wereVictorian factories. It was theyou had to refer to a page of
simply storage places fopractice of a scribe to add #olio 42 you referred to it as 42
books. You had to do youcolophon at the end of his workecto (front) or 42 verso (back).
reading in your own cell so athat gave the name of the scrilieventually this gave way to
not to disturb others. Somand perhaps stated when tmembering every page, but it
libraries began to include smailvork  of  copying  waswasn’t until the end of the 16
enclaves for private readingcompleted. But often theyxentury that most books
But once silent reading haevould add their ownnumbered their pages in the

taken hold libraries began to beommentary on the job theynodern fashion. Running
built on a much more openvere required to perform. Onkeads, that is having the title at
plan. said, “Writing is excessivethe top of every page, first

drudgery. It crooks you baclappeared in 1490 but, as with
Another significant and dims your sight, it twistpagination, only caught on

development in the history ofour stomach, and your sidesslowly.

the book was the invention oAnother wrote “Now I've

eye-glasses in 1280. Althougtvritten the whole thing: forNow it's commonly held that

life expectancy wasn’t what it iChrist’'s sake give me a drink”. printing was invented by

today a large majority of those Gutenberg. Of course that’s not
who had learnt to read wer®Vith the advent of printing therue. Like every invention it

unable to continuing readingletails of where, when and bgeems, printing was first

after about the age of 45. Thwhom the book was printednvented by the Chinese
invention of eye-glasses was laegan to appear in this place thousands of years before it was
significant factor in increasingn the last page. Less often thiediscovered in the West. But

the demand for books. title of the book and the naméhe only use that was made of it
of the author might appear too.was for decorative purposes so
While it's true that the printed it never developed beyond a

book really helped literacy tdHowever atitle page at the primitive level.

take off the opposite is alséront of the book, giving the

true. There was, during theame of the book, author, pladerinting from woodcuts was
1300's and early 1400's, and date of publication didn’known and practised in Europe
gradual increase in literacyappear till 1470 and didn'for some centuries before
The increasing demand fobecome common until thé&utenberg. One of the most
books put such a load on th#530's. Prior to this workswidespread use of the woodcut
scribal industry. Prior to 120Qvere generally known by theiwvas in the manufacture of
a few centres of copying werepening words and this is howlaying cards. But the Church
sufficient to satisfy the demanthey were usually indexed imbjected to the way this
for books. But by 1440 thdibrary catalogues. The Kingncouraged gambling and urged
demand was so great that madgmes Bible, had it existed iprinters to printpietiesinstead.
monasteries were undertakinipe 14" century, would haveThese were devotional cards,
copying on a factory scale. The rather like cigarette cards



except that pieties depictedetting the wooden type to havieadustry right into the 20
saints rather than famoua consistent height. Also whileentury.
sportsmen. Pilgrims wouldn principle the wooden type
purchase these when thegould be reused, in practica/ntil the beginning of the 19
visited the holy shrines muclafter being used once they werentury books were always
like we buy postcards. Ofoo worn to be used agairbought unbound. You sent
course they couldn’'t mail thenGutenberg’s genius lay in hishem off to be bound in a
home. Instead they took thenmvention of printing from uniform style to match your
back and used them asovablemetaltype other books. That's why old
devotional objects. libraries have such a tidy
Of course these aren’'t bookgohannes Gutenberg had twmiform appearance. The pages
but a little before Gutenbergmportant special skills — heame in signatures, generally a
“block books” were developedwas a jeweller and goldsmithgroup of pages that were
These consisted of a book witfihis meant that he was printed on one sheet and folded.
pages of woodcuts. Therecision worker in metals. Hdo assist the binder a
woodcuts generally had someot only had the skills to mouldsignature” identified each
picture with a couple of lines ohis type very precisely, but hgroup. These were usually the
text underneath.  Since thalso had metallurgical skills. letters A, B, C, ... and were
work of carving out the text often accompanied by initials of
[ One of his ventures, before hie book title. So the book
turned his attention to printingWuthering  Heights would
was the making devotionaidentify the signatures as WHA,
mirrors  There was to be alVHB, etc. This arrangement is
exhibition of sacred garmentstill used in many modern
of the Virgin and Christ inbooks. But another device
Aachen and Gutenbergvhich was very common in the
manufactured a large stock df5" and 18' centuries was to
metal mirrors to sell to theeproduce the first word of
pilgrims. There was a belieeach page (or the first part of
: that the small circular mirrorghat word) at the bottom of the
R, gl B would capture the magicaprevious page. This was done
o T = powers issuing from theeven if, as was often the case,

Lo M o A L, garments. that this fragment was “CHAP-

was considerable it was never _ “ because the next page began a
used for works with IargeThe mirrors were made ohew chapter. While this may

amounts of text. Genera”»speculum metal which wadave assisted the binder it was
block books were printed ondraditionally 75% copper andgrobably designed to provide a
copy at a time on demand. 25% tin with a dash ofsmooth passage from one page
antimony. But Gutenbergo the next, especially if the
Many say that Gutenberg ifound a way of replacing thdéook was being read aloud.
famous for inventing printingcopper with lead — very much
by movable type Even that, ascheaper and easier to workhe most famous old book is
we shall see, is not strictly truaVith. surely theGutenberg Bible In

A Dutchman, William Coster, . the early years of printing,
attempted printing books frontie used a similar alloy for typevarious translations of the Bible

movable type carved fronT mostly lead, a certain amountere the most frequent books to
wood a few vyears beforedf tin  and just enoughbe published. It can be said that
However his  endeavour@ntimony for hardnessthe fact that the scriptures
weren't  wholly successfulVirtually the same proportiondecame available to the
because of the difficulty ofwere used in the printinggcommon people in their own



language helped to set off theress-men, illuminators andiven way to the Roman style
Reformation. However thebinders. In the period 1473 tand its many derivatives by
situation is more complicated513, when he died, Kobergaabout 1600. The letter™ or
than that. It could equally bg@ublished over 200 titles. “long s”, as in “conffions”
said that the forces that were was used up to about 1800.
leading up to the Reformatiomhe Nuremberg Chronicleis (Note that the “s” that we know
created the demand that mageofusely illustrated with aboutvas used as well.) For her talk
the invention of printing1800 woodcuts. A largeon the Roe Head Album in
inevitable. It's interesting toonumber of these illustrateduly, Christine  Alexander
that the staunch Protestafmous historical figures or thelisplayed some pages on the
monarch Elizabeth | wasskyline of important Europearoverhead projector, and it was
against the wide-spreatbwns. These were onlynteresting to see that well into
dissemination of the Bible andhotional illustrations howevethe 19" century the “long s”
placed strict controls on theiand bore no relationship to thevas still sometimes being used
production and importation.  actual appearance of the person manuscripts even though it
or place. Indeed many of thbad disappeared in print.
Another very famous book wasvoodcuts were used to illustrate
the Liber Chronicarum better different people or towns orSince the days of the Brontés
known as the Nuremberg other pages. For example thetke main innovations in the
Chronicle This was a workwere 96 blocks illustratinghistory of the book have been
containing historical andemperors, kings and popeshe introduction of the paper-
geographical information byThese were used to representlaack in 1935, desk-top
Hartmann Schedel angnany as 598  differenfpublishing in the 1980’s and the
illustrated by Michael individuals, suggesting that oelectronic book of the 1990’s.
Wolgemut. It was printed inaverage each of these illustriodlsowever time doesn’t permit
1493 by Anton Kobergerleaders was one of half-a-dozeany discussion of these and
Koberger’'s printing andclones. since the Brontés would
publishing establishment in probably not have approved of
Nuremberg was the largest su¢h number of changes toolany of these last three
enterprise during the T5and place in the typefaces over thienovations it's best to leave
16" centuries. He had 24ext couple of centuriesour discussion here.
presses and a staff of over 1@Bothic typefaces were used at
compositors, proof-readerdjrst but in England these had

The workshop that was conducted on ¥ August consisted THE PROFESSOR -
of the above lecture, followed by an opportunity to handle a R
large number of old books from my collection, ranging from ,

a page of theNuremberg Chronicleand many from the 16", ' o
17" and 18" centuries. Participants would have learnt that CURRER BILL,

the world can’t possibly go round the sun, how to treat a *™ " s et s
wound that one of your prize cocks incurred in cock-

fighting (suck out the wound and administer a mixture of = e o i

wine and urine) and how to turn lead into gold. There was THE PoEMs

also a very early edition of Currer Bell'sThe Professor The AR TIAI L3R b
evening finished with refreshments, courtesy of the many

participants, and an examination of my large collection of

pop-up books. The slightly risqué onesThe Naughty ——
Nineties and The Roaring Twentiesproved to be the most s seom ane co, s conmni

popular! —.
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BOOK REVIEW
CEDAR HOUSE

by Edwin Wilson (Woodbine Press 2001)

Reviewed by Monica Massoud

Cedar Houses much more than an Australiadhis is clearly shown through Darcy's
version of Wuthering Heights It is mainly a contentment to pass the rest of his life with
story about the dispossession of Aborigin€&ynthia Mason (a poet he met at a museum
from their native land by the white settlers. where he worked) after Clare’s eventual self-

destruction and death.
Darcy Doyle, being part-white and part-
aboriginal, shares with the reader his struggleltoseems that the most significant part of this
come to terms with his cultural identity in aovel is the question of mortality that it deals
world that is racist and hostile to the indigenowdth. For instance, we observe Darcy eventually
way of life. reject religion in favour of his increasing

attachment to Cedar Island and thus the
By forming an attachment to Cedar Island, hevironment in general. This is demonstrated
place of birth, Darcy is able to develop anoy his last years spent in restoring and
nurture his aboriginal identity and learn to ba&eveloping the island, showing that his love for
proud of it. UnlikeWuthering Heightsof which the land is more tan merely material and a sign
the main theme is the turbulent love betweémat he hopes to have an everlasting link with it.
Catherine and Heathcliffe, it seems romance is
only one of a number of features Qfedar The book has a lot to offer to readers not just
House That is, although the relationshifppecause it has a link to the Bronté classic
between Darcy and Clare Woodburn (th&/uthering Heightsbut because it deals with
daughter of Darcy's distant ancestor Petdifficult and often controversial issues such as
Woodburn), has clear parallels with Catherimacism, religion, politics and love. Thus the
and Heathcliffe’s relationship in the Bronté epiciovel is suited to all tastes and is definitely
it is not nearly as passionate or as desperatevasth a read, if only to gain a wider
the love between the latter couple. understanding of these issues and perhaps more

open mind.

OUR NEXT MEETING
Saturday 14" September 2002 at 2pm at New College

UNIQUE WOMAN - INIMITABLE NOVEL.:
Emily Bronté and Wuthering Heights

Some new insights dyr Jack Nelson former Senior Lecturer in the School of
Information, Library and Archive Studies at the University of New South Wales.
Jack will cover the known biographical details of Emily Bronté and will summarise
contemporary and current critical work Bfuthering Heightsoffering his own
personal interpretation.
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FROM THE LADY’'S NEWSPAPER
Saturday January 22" 1853
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mr THE DISEASES OF FEMALES—A Treatise

DEBORAH FINDS AN AMUSING QUOTE IN THE BOOK
‘HOW TO BE HAPPY THOUGH MARRIED”

Some of the participants at the History of the Printed Book workshop.
Elisabeth, Marloesje and Kelvin share the joke.
Brigitte, Patricia and Jenny are absorbed in other old books.
(See the front page to find who owns the backs of the heads.)
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